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Two Baltimore County brothers are reaching out to

victims of HIV/AIDS in South Africa. Their conduit? Lacrosse.

Harrison and Kip Hart, of Dumbarton Middle School
and Towson High School, respectively, held their second
annual South African Lacrosse Project clinic this sum-
mer in a remote corner of the country. The clinic is for 130
South African students who either have been orphaned, or
are otherwise affected, by HIV/AIDS.

The boys started the project in early 2007 with the
help of their mother, Barbara Cox. The idea came from
South African Joy Baber, who lived with the Cox/Harts in
1995-96. Baber informed the family about the Waterberg
Welfare Society, a South African organization she works
with to help raise and educate children of the area that are
affected by HIV/AIDS. She suggested the Hart brothers
help organize a soccer clinic for the sick children, but the
Harts chose to introduce lacrosse instead.

While in South Africa in the summer of '07, the Harts
learned that it costs about S50 for students to attend
middle school and about $100 for high school. These costs
are especially debilitating to a country plagued with unem-
ployment, causing many to miss out on an opportunity for
a formal education.

To help manage these costs, the South African La-
crosse Project has branched out and started the Waterberg
Literacy Project. The program is designed solely to raise
the necessary money to give these kids the opportunity to
attend school.

“The lacrosse clinic this summer is a big project, but it's

GRASSROOTS

Lacrosse is growing fast, we'

only the beginning,” says Kip Hart.

The Hart brothers returned to South Africa on July 3to
hold their week-long lacrosse clinic.

People can help the children of South Africa by spon-
soring a child for $20 or by donating used or new lacrosse
equipment to the program. More information on how and
where to donate can be found at the South African La-
crosse Project website: Southafricanlacrosse.com.
—PETE WOLFINGER
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